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Friday, 31 January 2020

2019-2020 CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK
AUSTRALIA’S MARITIME RESPONSE
In light of the 2019-2020 outbreak of Novel Coronavirus [2019-nCoV] in China, the Australian

Government has responded by releasing the following advice/information to help combat the
spread of the virus: https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov

Further to the above, Aus Ship P&l has come to understand that additional measures are now
being introduced in some Ports across the State of NSW to combat the risk of the virus
spreading from vessels which have recently called into mainland China. Ports in other states
across Australia are expected to follow suit in due course.

When completing pre-arrival reporting to the Australian Biosecurity Department, (usually
undertaken via the MARS system:https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/avm/vessels/mars)
vessels will now be issued with the attached fact sheet concerning the virus.

The Biosecurity Department is also requesting ships agents clarify the following information,
should their vessels have recently called into a port in mainland China:

1. The Date the vessel departed China;

2. Ports called into between departing China and arriving in Australia;
3. Declarations as to whether any sick personnel are on board;
4

Declaration of the previous 5 ports of call;

Further to the above, where vessels affected berth in Australian ports, vessels may expect
heightened bio-security/quarantine measures being implemented; including:
- Australian Biosecurity Department personnel attending the vessel wearing full body
protection /HAZMAT style gear;
- Stevedores wearing masks and other protective gear, and being instructed to keep
distance and avoid contact with crew where possible;
- Ships agents may carry out procedures from the wharf instead of boarding the affected
vessels, so as to minimise potential contamination risk;

- Seafarers aboard affected vessels may be barred from leaving the vessel;
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Ship owners/managers/agents with further specific queries are advised to contact
coronavirus@agriculture.gov.au for further information.

As matters concerning Coronavirus continue to develop, please do not hesitate to contact us
for the latest developments on the Australian Maritime response to this issue.

Yours sincerely,

James Neill
Director

neill@ausship.com.au

ausship@ausship.com.au
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Australian Government

Department of Health

Novel Coronavirus Information for Travellers
Arriving in Australia from China

The Australian Government Department of Health is aware of cases of a novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)
associated with the region of Wuhan, Hubei Province China.

What is coronavirus?

Coronaviruses are a type of virus that can affect humans and animals. Some coronaviruses cause illnesses
similar to the common cold and others cause more serious illnesses, including Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) and Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS).

What is novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)?

There is a new coronavirus affecting people who have recently been in the area of Wuhan, Hubei Province
China. At the moment, this coronavirus is called ‘novel coronavirus’ or ‘2019-nCoV'.

Most of those infected have had a link with Wuhan, Hubei Province China. It's likely that the coronavirus
comes from an animal. While the infection does not appear to spread easily between people, there are cases
of person-to-person transmission in the community and in health care settings. There have been cases of
2019-nCoV reported in some other Chinese provinces and other countries.

What are the symptoms of 2019-nCoV?

Symptoms may include fever, cough, sore throat, nausea/vomiting, and difficulty breathing. Difficulty
breathing is a sign of possible pneumonia and requires immediate medical attention.

It can take up to 14 days for symptoms to show after a person has been infected.

What do | do if | am sick right now?

If you have fever, sweats, chills or difficulty breathing please let a Biosecurity Officer at the airport know now.

What do | do if | get sick while in Australia?

If you are sick after arriving from China:

e It's important to see a doctor if you are ill or go to a hospital if you are very ill. If you’'ve been in
Wuhan, Hubei Province, call ahead and explain that you’ve been in the area, so the doctor can
prepare.

e Make sure you tell the doctor or hospital staff about your travel history.
e If you are coughing, ask for a mask to wear while you are at the doctor or hospital.
You should also:
¢ Wash your hands frequently
e Use good cough etiquette - cover your cough or sneeze and wash your hands afterwards

Where can | get more information about 2019-nCoV?
Visit the Australian Government Department of Health’s website at www.health.gov.au
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