
 
 

Circ

 

Dat

 

Dea

 

Sub
Issu
Cer
Mar

 

Foll
som
issu
item
qua

 

Bac

In a
Mar
effe
“Im
Reg
and
SPR
by C
by l
thei
Chi

 

Imp

cular Ref 

te: 20 April

ar Sir or M

bject: Min
ues Forma
rtification 
rch 2015 

lowing the 
me adminis
ued a notic
ms that invo
ality assess

ckground 

accordance
rine Polluti
ect from 01
plementati
gulation”, w
d approval 
ROs, amon
China MSA
local MSA.
ir qualificat
na MSA w

plications 

No.: PNI 1

l 2015 

adam, 

istry of Tr
al Notice t
of Ship P

decision o
strative app
ce on canc
olves MOT
sment and

e with “Reg
ion from S
 June 201
ion Details
wherein Ch
procedure
ng which le
A, and low
. Approved
tion. List o

website. 

 

1501 

ransport o
to Cancel 
ollution R

of State Co
proval item

celling and 
T (MOT Re
 certificatio

gulations o
hips” (Rule
1, China M

s of Ship Po
hina MSA s
es of the SP
evel one S
er levels S
d SPROs w
f approved

of People’s
Qualificat

Response 

ouncil on c
ms (State C

delegating
ef No. 15),
on of SPRO

on Emerge
es No.4) is
MSA issued
ollution Re
sets out the
PROs. Ge

SPROs sha
SPROs sha
would be is
d SPROs a

s Republic
tion Asse
Operators

ancellation
Council Ref
g five admi
among wh
Os. 

ncy Preve
ssued by M
d a notice 

esponse Co
e basic gui
nerally the

all be exam
all be evalu
ssued a ce
at each por

c of China
ssment an
s (SPROs)

n and adjus
f No. (2015
nistrative a

hich is canc

ntion & Re
MOT which 

on 20 May
ontract Ma
idelines on

ere are four
mined and a
uated and a
rtificate to 
rt were pub

a (“MOT”) 
nd 
) on 18 

stment of 
5) 11), MOT
approval 
cellation o

esponse to
came into

y 2011 -- 
anagement
n evaluatio
r levels of 
approved 
approved 
evidence 

blished on 

 

T 

f 

 
o 

t 
n 



In order to understand the subject notice and assist ship owners to comply 
with the latest requirement, we checked with the department in charge of 
this issue at China MSA, who advised that China MSA will no longer 
evaluate the SPROs or issues certificates for them. However, this doesn’t 
mean the SPRO agreement requirement is abolished or suspended; 
furthermore, the requirements in terms of facility, manning or capability on 
the contracting SPROs remain unchanged.  

 

To be specific, vessels carrying polluting and hazardous cargoes in bulk or 
any other vessel above 10,000gt are still required to enter into a pollution 
response agreement, but it is now owners’ responsibility to evaluate and 
ensure that the SPRO they engage meets with MSA’s relevant 
requirements and standard. MSA will continue to conduct random check to 
ensure compliance of this requirement, and in case they find that any vessel 
fails to have an effective agreement in place or the SPRO she engages fails 
to meet MSA requirement, there will be administrative consequences 
including but not limited to penalties. This means owners need to exercise 
extra caution in evaluating the SPROs they contract and ensuring that the 
contracted SPROs meet with MSA requirement throughout the contracting 
period.  

We further checked with local MSA at various ports about this issue. It turns 
out that different local MSA are adopting different approach following this 
change. Some local MSA are still issuing certificates (level 2 and below) to 
SPROs, however some have stopped doing so. Most of the local MSA 
offices are considering this issue and allege they will issue further details or 
guidance on this in the future. 

 

Related Issue 

In addition to the above, there has been development with respect to a 
major SPRO contractor ----Qianhe Group, who also operates as sludge 
disposal contractor in China. In a very recent anti-smuggling operation 
conducted by General Administrations of Customs of PRC, Qianhe Group 
has been suspended operation at Tianjin, Dalian, Qingdao, Shanghai, 
Xiamen and Shenzhen, and is now under investigation of customs 
authorities. According to media report, Qianhe Group is accused of 
smuggling bonded bunker from ocean sailing vessels in the name of 
disposing sludge.  

As a result of the above incident, owners who have entered into annual  
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