
 

No.683-13/12/19 

To the Members 

Dear Sirs,  

 

Expanding of Local Fishery Farms Which Brings Danger to Safe Navigation of Vessels 

at Lanshan Port, CHINA 

 

Please refer to our P&I News No.623 dated 13th September, 2012.  We have obtained recent 

circulars of Huatai Qingdao Office that deal with the expanding local fishery farms at Lanshan 

port.  Attachment 2 (No.PNI1305) is the follow-up information of attachment 1 (No.PNI1304) 

and provides more accurate positions of the fishing farms, navigation routes, and updated 

recommendations for safe navigation.  We hope it will be of help to you.  

 

Attachment 1  

(Circular issued by Huatai Qingdao Office dated 29th November, 2013, No.PNI1304) 

―Current situation of local fishery farms around Lanshan port, cause of the problem and efforts 

that have been made and recommendations on safe navigation. 

 

Attachment 2  

(Circular issued by Huatai Qingdao Office dated 13th December, 2013, No.PNI1305) 

―Accurate positions of the fishing farms, latest development related to navigation routes and 

revised recommendations on safe navigation. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

The Japan Ship Owners' Mutual Protection & Indemnity Association 

Loss Prevention and Ship Inspection Department 

Tel: +81 3 3662 7229 

Fax: +81 3 3662 7107 

E-mail:  lossprevention-dpt@piclub.or.jp 



 
 
 
Circular Ref No.: PNI1304 
 
 
Date: 29 Nov 2013 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Subject: Update on Expanding of Local Fishery Farms Which Brings 
Danger to Safe Navigation of Vessels at Lanshan port, China  
 
(This circular is prepared by Huatai Insurance Agency & Consultant 
Service Ltd., Qingdao Branch) 
 
Reference is made to our circular (Ref No.: PNI1202) dated 5th Sep.2012 on 
expanding of local fishery farms around Lanshan port in China. More than one 
year has passed and there have been some developments on this issue which 
we would like to update for your kind reference. 
 
1. Current Situation of Local Fishery Farms around Lanshan Port 

 
Recently Huatai Qingdao office has communicated with Rizhao Maritime 
Safety Administration (Rizhao MSA) and relevant government authorities 
regarding the latest situation of local fishery farms at Lanshan port and has 
obtained the following information: 
 
In April 2013, Rizhao MSA arranged to inspect more than 1400 square km 
water area and sampled over 300 point locations to check and measure the 
positions of fishery farms and netting gears around Lanshan port. According to 
Rizhao MSA’s on-site investigation, compared with the past months, though 
the area of fishery farms was not obviously enlarged, the amount of netting 
gears increased a lot. Please note the below sketch for your reference: 



 
 
 
On 9th June 2013, after measuring the fishing farms east to the No. 2 
anchorage at Lanshan, Rizhao MSA found the area of fishery farms, the major 
breed being mussel was expanding southward and eastward. The southern 
boundary, which is around 11,000 meters long, is only 110 meters to 
545meters away from the eastbound and westbound navigation channel. 
Please note the below sketch for your reference. 



 
 
 
The blue cross hatching part shows the area of fishing farms investigated in 
April. The red vertical hatching part shows the newly expanded area found in 
June. The specific positions of southern boundary that may influence 
navigation are as follows:  
○1 35° 01. '751N, 119°38. ' 283E；      ○2 35°01 '.469 N,119°38 ' .213E； 
○3 35°01 '.314N,119°38. ' 439E；       ○4 35°01 '.273N, 119° 38' .749E； 
○5 35°01'. 230 N,119°39' .422E；       ○6 35°01 '.230 N,119°39 ' .634E； 
○7 35°01 '.221 N,119°40 '.134E；       ○8 35°01 '.208N,119°41' .408 E；  
○9 35°01 '.249N,119°41' .341 E；       ○1035°03 '.408N,119°42' .916 E；  
○1135°01 '.217N,119°43' .163E；       ○1235°01 '.100N,119°43' .662 E；  
○1335°00 '.987N,119°44' .500 E。 
 
Remarks: 
Because MSA cannot conduct on-site investigation of fishery farms frequently which 
involves considerable manpower and resources, and also due to the fact that there are 
some local fishery farmers who don’t have fishery licenses or who may farm out of their 
licensed scope, the actual situation which is constantly changing can differ somewhat 
from the above sketch. 
 
 
2. Causes of the Problem and Efforts that Have been Made 
 
Earlier this month, Huatai Qingdao paid a visit to Rizhao MSA and VTS 
command center. As per our discussion with Rizhao MSA, we obtained the 
following information: 
(1)Though both officially approved by relevant authorities, the boundary of 



Lanshan port in Shandong Province and that of Lianyungang port in Jiangsu 
Province overlapped at some parts, which caused heated disputes between 
the two ports. 
 
(2) Under such circumstances, the relevant authorities failed to draw a clear 
line between the sea areas governed by Shandong Province and Jiangsu 
Province respectively. Subsequently, quite a few fishery farms near the 
entrance of Lanshan port were approved by Jiangsu Province authorities, 
which caused serious problems to the navigation safety of vessels calling 
Lanshan and resulted in frequent accidents of vessels unknowingly entering 
fishing farms. 
 
(3) We were advised that Rizhao Municipal Government has lodged an official 
report to upper authorities on the above situations, but no immediate progress 
has been known up to now. 
 
(4) The large number of fishery farms near Lanshan port entrance has drawn 
great attention from Rizhao MSA. When visiting Rizhao MSA VTS Command 
Center, we found that the latest locations of fishery farms were marked on the 
radar screen and continuous watch was maintained. Meantime, the VTS 
Command Center has arranged many operators on duty to assist vessel’s 
navigation when vessels are entering into and departing from Lanshan port. 
 
In the meantime, with the wide reporting on the frequent fishing farm claims 
around Lanshan port in 2012 which includes Huatai circular PNI1202, we have 
witnessed a significant reduction in number of accidents of vessels entering 
into fishery farms at Lanshan in 2013. According to the statistics of MSA, there 
were around 100 reported accidents of this nature from June to December 
2012, whilst the number reduced to around 20 from January to October 2013. 
 
 
3. Recommendations on Safe Navigation  
 
In order that claims of this kind will be further reduced, we recommend as 
follows for your reference: 
 
(1) When entering into and departing from Lanshan port, vessels are 
recommended to follow the recommended navigation channel. 

 
(2) It is recommended that vessels which depart from Lanshan port in new 
channels do not deviate from recommended channel unless necessary, 
especially in consideration of the dangers that will be caused by leaving the 
channel early before buoy No. 103. Attention should also be paid to the limited 
breadth when avoiding another vessel. 



(3) Unless necessary, vessels should avoid crossing the area composed by 
the extension line of No.129 buoy (VF) and No.343 buoy (VF), the extension 
line of 300,000mts channel, the extension line of 101 buoy and 314 buoy and 
the extension line of new channel. 
 
(4) It is recommended that vessels do not cross the intermediate zone 
between G fishery farms area and I fishery farms area as shown in the above 
sketch. 
 
(5) Vessels are suggested to report their dynamic information to VTS before 
sailing to the new channel entrance so that VTS can provide assistance to safe 
navigation.  
 
(6) It is very important to sail cautiously when entering into and departing from 
Lanshan port. If vessel has unfortunately broken into any fishery farms at 
Lanshan, the master is recommended to report to Owners, P&I Club 
immediately. Huatai Qingdao can also be contacted at the following details in 
order that timely and necessary assistance can be obtained: 
 

Huatai Insurance Agency & Consultant Service Ltd., Qingdao Branch 
Tel: 86 532 8502 1883 
Fax: 86 532 8502 3828 
Duty Mobile: 86 186 5328 9883 
Email: qingdao@huatai-serv.com 

 
 
We hope the above is of assistance. Should you have any query, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Shan Hong 
Vice President 
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Circular Ref No.: PNI1305 
 
Date: 13 Dec 2013 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Subject: Update on Expanding of Local Fishery Farms Which Brings 
Danger to Safe Navigation of Vessels at Lanshan port, China ---- 
Follow-up Advice 
 
We refer to our circular (Ref No.: PNI1304) dated 29 Nov 2013, following which 
we have received quite a few queries regarding more accurate positions of the 
fishing farms. In the meantime, we are also given to understand that since 
early Dec local VTS also started to become inclined to guide vessels calling 
Lanshan port to sail through a new navigation route. In order to keep our 
readers abreast of the most recent development, we produce this follow-up 
circular for your kind reference. 
 
1. The Current Boundary of the Fishing Farms around Lanshan 

 
Although the official exact boundary of fishery farms is unavailable to us, 
according to our experiences of handling fishery farm damages cases during 
the past several months (Jun ~ Nov 2013) and our recent enquires with the 
local fishery farmers, the current boundary of the fishery farms is prudently 
estimated to have expanded as per below sketch for your reference only: 
 
 Position list: 

a. Lat. 35-03.2N / Long. 119-36.3E 
b. Lat. 35-03.2N / Long. 119-45.8E 
c. Lat. 35-00.5N / Long. 119-45.6E 
d. Lat. 35-01.3N / Long. 119-36.3E 
e. Lat. 35-00.0N / Long. 119-36.0E 
f. Lat. 34-59.2N / Long. 119-36.0E  
g. Lat. 34-57.4N / Long. 119-40.6E 
h. Lat. 34-59.6N / Long. 119-44.6E 
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2. The Latest Development Related to Navigation Routes 
 
In light that the old recommended fairway is to the east of Anchorage No.2 and 
there are large quantity of fishery farms on both sides of the old fairway, MSA 
recently started to become inclined to recommend that, instead of entering into 
Lanshan port through the old fairway, vessels had better sail to anchorage No. 
2 through the waters northern to the fishery farms area, in addition, MSA 
strongly suggests vessels calling Lanshan port keep close communication with 
VTS and proceed as per VTS’s guidance.  
 
For your easy understanding, we have drafted a sketch as follows to illustrate 
the situation: 

 

 
 

3. Revised Recommendations on Safe Navigation  
 
In view of the aforementioned most recent development, we hereby provide 
our updated recommendations as follows for your reference: 
 
1) The fish farms on both sides of the old fairway and east of the anchorage 

No.2 are the most frequent locations where fishery farm claims occur 
according to our observations in the past months, which vessels should pay 
special attention to when sailing in the nearby area. 
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2) It is suggested that the vessels calling Lanshan port report to VTS several 
miles before her arrival at the east end of the new channel and strictly 
follow the guide of Lanshan VTS. 

 
3) Since MSA recently adopted the new fairway and suggested new 

navigation route, the North-West part (marked with yellow line in below 
sketch) of the fishery farms now became the most dangerous place for 
ships calling Lanshan port, hence, it is recommended that the ships should 
pay particular attention when the inbound ships enter anchorage No.2 from 
the north of fishing farms or the outbound ships leave the new fairway. 

 

 
  
4) Generally speaking, the navigational waters north of Lat.35-03.2N and west 

of Long.119-36.04E is relatively safe, hence, it is recommended that this 
ships had better navigate in the above waters. 

 
5) Assistance can always be sought by contacting our Qingdao office at the 

following details: 
 

Huatai Insurance Agency & Consultant Service Ltd., Qingdao Branch 
Tel: 86 532 8502 1883 
Fax: 86 532 8502 3828 
Duty Mobile: 86 186 5328 9883 
Email: qingdao@huatai-serv.com 
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We hope the above is of assistance. Should you have any query, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Shan Hong 
Vice President 
 
 


