
C a se S tu d y : T h a ila n d : d a m a g e to w h a rfs fe n d e r d u rin g b e rth in g o f v e sse l

b a ckg ro u n d info rm atio n

B ase d o n re c o rd s fo r last 3 y e a rs , w e h ave fo u n d a n u m b e r o f ca se s w h e re th e w ha rf a n d/o r it
′s

a c c e sso rie s susta in e d th e d a m ag e d u ring b e rth ing o f th e v e sse l , resu lting in d a im s ag a inst sh iP
′s

o VV n e r.

C a u s e s o f d a m a g e

A cco rd ing to re c o rd s , a n d fo llo w ing investig atio n s into ca u satio n ,th e in cid e nts w e re attrib ute d to ;

1 ) u ne xp e cte d se a / w in d co nd itio n

2 ) e rro r in nav ig atio n u n d e r assista nce o f th e lo ca lp ilo t a n d

3)po ssib le late nt d e fe ct in th e w h a rf′s a c c e sso r-e s .

C la m n h a n d lin図

U n d e r lo ca lreg u latio n s ,th e ve sse lis re sp o n sib le fo r lo ss/d a m age d u e to co ntact b etw e e n th e ve sse l

a n d th e w h a rf / a cce sso ries.T h e ve sse l is p resu m e d at fa u lt u n -e ss th ey ca n p ro ve that th e d a m ag e

w a s ca u se d by
"fo rc e m aje u re" o r fa u lt o f th e te rm in a l. T h e re le v a n t la w re late d to th is ty p e o f

in cid e nt is as fo =o w s ;
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Fo r th e d a m ag e u n d e r c a u se s ite m 2 ) as m e ntio n e d a b o v e , it se e m s d e a r that th e o w n e r o f th e

v e sse l w o u ld h ave d i杆icu lty avo id ing lia b ility a s th e m a ste r is co nsid e re d to be th e c o m m a n d e r o f

th e v e sse la n d p ilo t is co n sid e re d a s adv iso r u n d e r the lo ca = a w .

A ny h o w , th e re a lw ay s b e a q u estio n to b e co nsid e re d w h eth e r th e o w n e r is a b le to d e fe n se th e

c a se if the d a m ag e w a s c a u se d re su lting fro m ite m 1 ) a n d 3 )

B ase d o n o u r e x p e rie n c e , to d efe nse th e case u n d e r ite m 1) the o w n e r h as a b u rd e n to p ro v e th at

th e p ro pe r p re c a u tio n s h av e be e n ta ke n to avo id the situ atio n a n d e v e n so , th e in cid e nt is stil

o c c u rre d . lf the o w n e r co u ld n o t p ro v e o th e rw ise ′ it s e e m s Iike ly th at th e o w n e r w o u ld h av e

d i什ic u lty to refute th e cla im .



T h e m o st d ifficu -ty sce n a rio w as the c a se u n d e r ite m 3 ) as th e m v e stig atio n by ex pe rt sh o u ld b e

ca rrie d o u t to p ro v e w he th e r th e re is late nt d efe ct to th e w h a rf stru ctu re a n d it
′s a c c e sso n e s a n d

th e a sso d a te c o sts w o u ld b e su b sta ntia l w h ile th e d a im a m o u n t is n o rm a =y in reg io n o f T H B

3 50 ,0 0 0 ‐ 7 0 0 P O 0 ( a p p ro x U S D 1 L O O O ‐ 2 2,o o o ).

B a se d o n su ~ ey re p o rt o n p re v io u s c a se s , th e lo ca l te r m in a
l o p e ra to r h ave use d th e w ha rf fe nd e r

a n d o th e r a c c e sso rie s fo r ap p ro x 30 y e a rs a n d it w o u ld a p p e a r th at m a in te n a n c e a n d te sting m ay

n o t m atch th e m a n u fa ctu re rs re co m m e nd e d g u id e line .

A cco rd ing to th o se g u id e line , th e p hysica l p ro P e rty o f ru b b e r o f
“A fte r ag ing

" o n te nsile Stre ngth

a nd e lo ng atio n sh o u ld n o t Ie ss th a n 8 0 % .

C o p y o f ta b le fo r p hysica l p ro pe rty o f ru b b e r is e n clo se d he re w ith . A ny h o w , w e fo u n d th at m o st o
f

th e te rm in a lo p e ra to r d o n o t h av e p ro p e r m a in te n a n ce o r te stin g re c o rd s .
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B e sid e th e m a in te n a n ce a nd te sting facto r ,the a ng le o f ve sse ld u ring be rth ing
is se e m s to b e a fa cto r fo r

d a m ag e to th e w ha rf s fe nd e r.A s p e r fe nd e r m a ke rs g u id e lin e ,th e be rth in g a ng le facto r w i= b e co nsi
d e re d in

d e sig n ing fo r a d o lp h in a n d a su p e r stru ctu re d be rth fo r -a rg e ve sse lo n ly w h ile it w as no t co n sid e re d fo r the

c o n tin u o u s w h a什 w h e re m a n y fe n d e rs a re in sta lle d . ln ad d itio n ,th e b e沈h ing a n g le W a s e stim ate d id e a
lly in

re g io n o f 3‐6 d e g re e . H o w ev e r ,in the m ajo rity o f p revio u s case s , th e ve sse l w a s n o t 100
% , o r clo se to it ,

P a ra =e lto th e fe n d e rs Ca u sin g a ce rta in P a rt o f v e sse l
′s stru c tu re to Co n ta ct o n ly o n e o r t W o o f th e av aila b le

W h a rf′s fe n d e r.A s a re su -t ,th e w e ig ht o f th e ve sse I W as a P P lie d to o n
ly o n e o r t w o fe n d e rs c a u s in g d a m age to

w h a rf′s fe nd e r e v e n tho ug h th e re w as n o u n u su a l in cid e nt d u ring be rth ing o f the v e sse l.
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R e c o m m e n d a tio n

ln o rd e r to m m im ize the d a im re su lting fro m a b o v e sc e n a rio s , w e w o u ld re c o m m e n d th at

fo =o w ing s p re c a u tio n m e a su re m e n t sh o u ld b e co nsid e re d ;

1) M a ste r sh o u ld c o n s u -t w ith p i-o t o n b e rth ing p la n in d u d ing u sa g e o f tug b o at, in o rd e r to

b e rth th e v e sse I in p a ra =e la ng le to the w h a rf a n d re d u ce the fo rce fro m tug p u sh ing d u ring

b e rth ing a s m u ch as po ssib le .

2) M a ste r sh o u -d a lso co n s u lt w ith p ilo t fo r p re c a u tio n o f u n ex pecte d se a / w in d co n d itio n a n d

a lso co nting e n cy a rra n g e m e n t in ca se u n e x p e cte d h e avy w ind / se a co n d itio n is o c c u rrin g

d u ring b e rth ing o f the ve sse l.

3) ln c a s e th e d a m ag e to w h a rf o r it′s a c c e sso rie s is o cc u rre d , m a ste r sh o u ld a le rt o w n e rs a n d

/ o r ca = th e c lu b c o rre s p o n d e n t so th a t a rra n g e m e n ts c a n b e m a d e fo r jo int in spectio n s.

4) lf m a ste r is su sp ic-o u s o f fe n d e r co n d itio n p rio r to be rth ing , h e sh o u ld p ho to g ra p h sa m e a n d

a le rt the p ilo t.


